OCC Wins Hong Kong Canoe Race

By Guy Wilding

Members of the Outrigger Canoe Club raced in the
30-mile long annual Around
the Island Race in Hong Kong
Harbor, on November 13,
winning in 3 hours, 32 minutes.
Patrick Dolan, Jake
Hamstra, Karel Tresnak, Griffin Bolan, Byron Ho, Kamoa
“Corbert” Kalama and Guy
Wilding were joined in Hong Kong by former OCC member Robert Kaiwai and Shawn Bruins, who both reside in Hong Kong.
A record number 30 canoes lined up at the start and the
field was competitive. The OCC boys won the race and had the
fastest time of the day in an unlimited canoe graciously loaned to
them through Hong Kong paddler Elita Seow.
With the loss of the Hamilton Island event in Australia from
the paddling calendar, the potential is there for Hong Kong to
become the replacement venue for those wanting an international paddling adventure. The venue is awesome and could accommodate the Hamilton Island style multi day events combining
regatta sprints, distance racing and the longer changes race.

Enjoying refreshments after
the Hong Kong race were
Shawn Bruins, Kamoa Kalama, Byron Ho, Rob Kaiwai,
Jake Hamstra, Griffin Bolan,
Karel Tresnak Jr., Guy Wilding
and Pat Dolan.

Racing in Hong
Kong Harbor were
Karel Tresnak Jr.,
Shawn Bruins, Guy
Wilding, Jake Hamstra, Griffin Bolan
and Pat Dolan.

‘Riggers Book Club
By Gerry DeBenedetti

If you like to read, please consider joining the ‘Riggers Book
Club. We meet on the first Friday of the month at 10 a.m. in the
Duke Room. It’s free and all members are welcome.
On Friday, January 6 author Victoria Kneubuhl will be present
to discuss her three mysteries set in 1930s Honolulu. The titles
are: Murder Casts a Shadow, Murder Leaves Its Mark, and Murder
Frames the Scene. If you can, read all three, but if not, at least
start with the first title. All books have the same main characters,
a clever part-Hawaiian female reporter, and dashing part-Samoan
playwright (read spy) boyfriend.
On February 3 we have another author joining us: Rianna
Williams is an OCC member and she will be present to discuss her
attractive and intimate book Queen Lili`uokalani, the Dominis Family, and Washington Place, Their Home. It is exactly as titled, and
has plenty of photographs. This will be a great presentation from a
fellow ‘Rigger.
On March 3 our featured book is The Aviator’s Wife by Melanie Benjamin. This is a novel, not a biography, about Anne Morrow
Lindbergh, wife of Charles Lindbergh. Available at the library in
hard copy, large type, CD to read to you, and electronic. Teaser: Big
surprise twist of little known fact (fiction?).
All members are welcome at the book club. For more information, contact Gerry DeBenedetti at gerthebear@hawaiiantel.net.

All-Time Marathon Best Update
Some new times have been added to our Outrigger all-time
fastest finisher list for the Honolulu Marathon as published last
month in the Outrigger magazine.
They are for Henry Richmond who submitted his finisher’s
certificate for the 1977 and 1978 Honolulu Marathons. His
finishing times were: 2:39:26.9 and 2:44:55.0, respectively. The
times are the fastest run by an Outrigger member ever.
You can go to http://www.outriggercanoeclubsports.
com/land-sports/running/honolulu-marathon/ to see if your
marathon times were recorded. If not, send us a copy of your
finisher’s certificate and we’ll add you.
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